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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER S LETTER TO THE SECRETARY 

THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO TO THE 
SECRETARY WAS DELIVERED TO THE DEPARTMENT ON MAY 3: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. SECRETARY: I THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF 
APRIL 29. 

1 HAVE ALWAYS ATTACHED THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO THE 
PAKISTAN-UNITED STATES RELATIONSHIP. IT HAS BENEFITED 
BOTH COUNTRIES. I HAVE PUBLICLY EXPRESSED MY FAITH IN THIS 
RELATIONSHIP ON MANY OCCASIONS AND DURING THE PAST FIVE 
YEARS MY GOVERNMENT HAS STEADILY STRIVEN TO STRENGTHEN IT 
FURTHER. 
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HOWEVER, WE HAVE BEEN DISTURBED IN THE RECENT PAST BY THE 
ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES, WITH ITS ADVERSE IMPACT ON 
PAKISTAN'S STABILITY, ITS LIKELY REPERCUSSIONS ON THE 
SECURITY OF THIS REGION, ALREADY UNDER MOUNTING SOVIET 
PRESSURE, AND ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. MY REGRET 
IS THE GREATER BECAUSE MUCH OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED WAS 
ENTIRELY AVOIDABLE. WE WERE FRANKLY SHOCKED WHEN, AS 
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PAKISTAN’S ELECTION CAMPAIGN GOT UNDER WAY AND DURING ITS 
AFTERMATH, DISTURBING EVIDENCE BEGAN TO ACCUMULATE OF 
OF AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT ON THE SIDE OF THE OPPOSITION WHICH 
HAD LAUNCHED A VIOLENT CAMPAIGN DESIGNED TO SUBVERT THE 
CONSTITUTION AND UNDERMINE THE STABILITY OF PAKISTAN. 

IT WAS FOR THAT REASON THAT I BROACHED THIS SUBJECT WITH 
AMBASSADOR BYROADE ON NOT LESS THAN THREE OCCASIONS. I 
MENTIONED TO HIM CONCRETE INSTANCES OF UNITED STATES ROLE 
IN THIS CONTEXT. AMBASSADOR BYROADE'S EXPLANATIONS DID 
NOTHING TO REASSURE US. 

EVENTUALLY. MATTERS CAME TO SUCH A PASS THAT I WAS 
LEFT WITH NO CHOICE BUT TO TAKE MY PEOPLE INTO CONFIDENCE 
IN THE COURSE OF MY RECENT SPEECH IN PARLIAMENT. 

I WELCOME YOUR SUGGESTION THAT WE DISCUSS OUR CONCERNS 
PRIVATELY. I WOULD BE VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE YOU IN 
PAKISTAN FOR THIS PURPOSE AT YOUR EARLIEST CONVENIENCE. 

IN THE MEANTIME, I WOULD DO WHATEVER IS POSSIBLE TO 
RESTRAIN PUBLIC REACTION AGAINST FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN 
PAKISTAN’S DOMESTIC AFFAIRS. HOWEVER. YOU WILL APPRE- 
CIATE THAT THE MOMENTUM THAT THIS REACTION HAS GATHERED 
CANNOT BE ABRUPTLY AND IMMEDIATELY ARRESTED. 

I SINCERELY HOPE THAT THE KIND OF DISCUSSIONS YOU 
PROPOSE WOULD LEAD TO A RESTORATION OF MUTUAL CONFIDENCE 
AND UNDERSTANDING AND A RENEWAL OF OUR COMMON AWARENESS 
OF THE ABIDING VALUE OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PAKISTAN 
AND THE UNITED STATES. SINCERELY, ZULFIKAR ABI BHUTTO. 
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END QUOTE 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS LETTER IN 
GENERAL, AND PARTICULARLY ON THE REFERENCE TO THE "THREE 
OCCASIONS.” WE ARE ONLY AWARE OF THE DISCUSSION AT THE 
FAREWELL DINNER. 


VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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